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§51d.5

the request of a State, the Secretary
may provide a waiver of this applica-
tion submission deadline if the Sec-
retary determines there is good cause
to justify the waiver;

(3) A detailed and comprehensive as-
sessment of need;

(4) Demographics specific to the esti-
mated number of people to be served;

(6) A description of the services that
were provided up to the date of the sub-
mission of the Intermediate award ap-
plication;

(6) The geographical area to be
served;

(7) A detailed implementation pro-
gram plan and related time line, in-
cluding a description of outreach to
special population groups affected by
the crisis;

(8) A budget justifying the amount of
the request for personnel, equipment,
supplies, travel, training, data collec-
tion and any technical assistance re-
quired; the budget shall include an
identification of the resources the ap-
plicant is able to commit to the
project, if any, including any in-kind
contributions;

(9) Any information that has changed
since an Immediate application was
submitted, if one was submitted; and

(10) such other pertinent information
as the Secretary may require.

(c) Signature on Award Applications.
The application must be signed by an
individual authorized to act for the ap-
plicant and to assume on behalf of the
applicant the obligations imposed by
the statute, all applicable regulations,
and any additional conditions of the
grant.

§51d.5 How is an emergency deter-
mined to exist?

(a) In making a decision as to wheth-
er a mental health or substance abuse
emergency exists for purposes of sec-
tion 501(m) of the PHS Act, the Sec-
retary, using discretion, will consider
all relevant factors, but at a minimum
the following must exist:

(1) Existing State, Tribal and local
systems for mental health and/or sub-
stance abuse services are overwhelmed
or unable to meet the existing mental
health or substance abuse needs of the
local community at issue; and
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(2) This inability to meet the mental
health and/or substance abuse service
needs of a local community is the di-
rect consequence of a clear precipi-
tating event. This precipitating event
must:

(i) Have a sudden, rapid onset and a
definite conclusion, such as:

(A) A natural disaster (including, but
not limited to, a hurricane, tornado,
storm, flood, earthquake, fire, drought,
or other natural catastrophe); or

(B) A technological disaster (includ-
ing, but not limited to, a chemical
spill, a major industrial accident, or a
transportation accident); or

(C) A criminal act with significant
casualties (including, but not limited
to, a domestic act of terrorism, a hos-
tage situation, or an incident of mass
violence including school shootings
and riots); and

(ii) Result in significant:

(A) Death,

(B) Injury,

(C) Exposure to life-threatening cir-
cumstances,

(D) Hardship,

(E) Suffering,

(F) Loss of property, or

(G) Loss of community infrastructure
(e.g., loss of treatment facilities, staff,
public transportation and/or utilities,
or isolation from services); and

(3) No other local, State, Tribal or
Federal funding is available to ade-
quately address the specific level of
need resulting from the precipitating
event and resulting emergency mental
health and/or substance abuse service
needs of the impacted community.

(b) In making a determination that a
mental health or substance abuse
emergency exists, the Secretary will
consider the certification and written
statements provided in accordance
with §51d.4(a)(1) or (b)(1), and other in-
formation independently available to
the Secretary.

(c) Once the Secretary determines
that a mental health or substance
abuse emergency exists, the Secretary
may exercise discretion to make
awards to enable public entities to re-
spond to the emergency, within the
limits of funds available.
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